' Once upon d
time, there lived a fierce
DEMON named Dhundhubi,
He got boons from Lord Brahma,
and became extremely strong. He
was very proud of his strength.

One day he went and challenged
Samudra, the Lord of the Ocean for
a fight, But Samudra did not want to
fight. So he said, "Oh Dhundhubil |
cannot fight you. Please go and
challenge Himavan, the Lord of
Mountains. He is stronger than
| aml”

So, Dhundhubi went
and challenged Hima-
van. But Himavan said
“Dhundhubi, | am the fa-
ther-in-law of Lord Shiva,
and many greatsageslive
on my mountains. | can-
not disturb their peace
by fighting. So, please go
and challenge VAALI, the
son of Lord Indra, and the
king of Kishkinda forest.
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He is more powerful than | am.”

S0, Dhundhubi went and chal-
lenged Vadali to a fight, Vaali was as
strong and powerful as Dhundhubi.
Vaali also had a magic necklace
which his father Indra had given him.
The MAGIC necklace took away all
his enemy'’s strength, and gave it to
him, so Vaali became even sironger.

Dhundhubi took the form of a
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strong buffalo, and started fighting.
But the necklace took away Dhund-

hubi’s strength, and gave it to Vaali,
So, Vaali defeated the demon easily,
And in his anger, he twirled the de-
mon in the air, and threw him onto
Rishyamooka Mountain. Now, sage
Matanga was praying on that moun-
tain and Dhundhubi fell on the sage.
The sage got angry and cursed Vaali
that he would die immediately if he
ever set foot on the mountain.,

Afterwards, when Vaali was an-
gry with his brother Sugriva, Sugriva
hid in Rishyamooka Mountain to pro-
tect himself, Vaall could not step on
the mountain because of the curse,
Later, Lord Rama came to Rishya-
mooka Mountain and became Sugri-
va’s friend. Sugriva asked Lord Rama
fo protect him from his brother Vaali
who was very strong.
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Lord Rama smiled, and to show his
strength, he kicked Dhundhubi’s skel-
eton far away with one TOE. Then, to
show his speed, he shot seven palm
frees with one arrow. Then he went
and killed Vaall to save Sugriva.

@ DR. ROHINI CHINTHA

‘Some words printed in big red
letters in the story are there in
these boxes. Find them all!
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